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power
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review
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ELECTRICITY retailers will
be forced to hand ever de-
tailed, commercial-is-confi-
dence information on power
prices and profits as the com-
petitionwatchdogisordered to
lasnchan investigation.

Prime Minister Malcolm
Tumnbull will today announce
the power price probe, which
will specifically look at elec-
tricity retailers and seek out
anti-competitive behaviour.

e A lian C t

ion and Consumer Commis-
sion will also dig into whether
the power retailess’ profits are
appropriate, whether contracts
are confusingaswell asinvesti-
gating if residential and busi-
ness users get a fair deal.

Wholesale power prices will
also comeunder scnitiny.

{Queensland residents and
commercial power users have
endured repeated high cost
surges during the first two
months of the year.

But consumers should not
expect a quick result, witha re-
portnot dueuntilJuly 1,2018.

Mr Tumbult'spush to have
the ACCC i igate elec-

The terrus of reference will
include the ACCC looking at
what drives the costs of elec-
tricty, impediments to con-
sumers switching companies.
whether there exisw anti-com-
petitive behaviour. whether
profit levels are appropriate
and wholesale pricing.

Queensland  Competition
Authority figures show the av-
erageuser in regional Queens-
land on tariff 1 was facing
annual power bills of $1498 ~
up $42 from the previousyear.

By June last year, 18423
residestial customers in

d were on h

tricity prices follows his prom-
ise in his first speech of the
year to make power more af-
fordable for A i

Q

programs run by eledncm
companies, double what it was
two years ago, according to the
A lian Energy Regul

Tt was seen asa way tobring
disenfranchisedvoters back.

Mr Turnbull s2id competit-
ion in retail electricty markets
did not appear tobe operating
as efficiently as it should

“A better deal in electricity
is vital to keeping the lights on,
delivering cheaper prices to
families and businesses and
sustaining jobs. particularly
the thousands of jobs in our

Denyer in

GOLD Logie nomince Grant
Denyer has suffered a broken
tailbone and finger but was
Iucky to walk away from a
serious rally car crash in his

Australian Energy Market
Operator figures showed the
average wholesale price for
electricity in Queensland for
Januajy was $198 a megawatt
hour. compared to South Aus-
tralia’s average of $84 a mega-
watt hour and Victoria's $62.

Queensland also led thena-
tion in average wholesale pri-
ces in February when it hit
$335 amegawatt hour.

THE only pesseninthe
whole of Australia who
appears to ke Nadia
Stamp'shusband appears
to be Stamp herself.

The Masmied At First
Sight bridehas defended
her dedision to stay with
TV's biggest vitlain
Asthany Manton, who
has been universafly
panned for the way he
treats Stamp

His antics on the shaw
haveindudedbelittling
his TV wife as “fiigid” and
flat-chested, causing
SOMMe Lo eXpress Concems
his actions border o

X

because Ididn't wantto
giveupand I didnt want
to have a regret and ask
myselfwhatif,” Stamp
said. "I don't think he s
abusive, | just think he
doesn't haveafilter.so
the way it comes actoss
and the way heexpresses
himsetf can come across
asquiteabiupt.”

Theflightattendant
has bier headin the
clouds, because not even
her mum understands
why she would want to
stay withhim.

*Idon'tknow that
Mumis totally accepting
of my decisiontostay
with Anthoay. to be
honest.” she said.

“| guess the good
outweighs the bad. Ifeel
like Arthony really did
gowalot. Heisa very
stubbormn personwho is.
very inflexible and to be
abletoeven bendhim as
faras| was able to is quite
rematkable.”

JONATHON MORAN
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lucky escape from race crash

wreckage, after their car “left
the road at speed” near
Maryville, Victoria The crash
happened during the Lake
Mounlam sprint stage of the

silver Lotus

The Family Feud pr@enter
and motorsportenthusiast was
airlifted 1o hospital, along with
his co-driver Dale Moscatt,
who had to be cut out of the

Tarmac  Rally
Champ:onshlps

Denyer, who was driviag at
the &me of the acddent. was
stabifised by medical and race
safety officials before being

airlifted to The Alfred Hospital
in Melbourne where he was
recovering. Moscatt was taken
to the Royal Mebourne
Hospital where he was
expected to be operated on for
asuspected broken leg.
Witnesses claim 39-year
old Denyer and his racing
partner’s car “left the road at
speed”, with reports the high-

performance vehicle hit a tree
and “crurmpled around them™.

Organisers suspended that
stage of the event to allow for
medical team access.

Denyer’s wife Cheaei was at
home in Bathurst with the
couple’s two young daughters
when the crash oqumed but
arranged for his father Craxg to
Ty to Denyer'sbedside.

RECOVERING: Granit Oenyer in
his Lotus before the crash,
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Alzheimer's
drug hope

ANEW drugto beat Australia’s
second biggest kifler,
Alzheimer’s disease, willbe
triafed on Austrakian patiems
within months.

The medicine Xanamem
blodk the stress harmona
cortisod to improve meital
function and is being billed as
the world's next blodbusster
drug after itimproved the
mental functionof mice.

Australian company
Ac!inyn Medical will begin
triaks of itsnew Alzheimer's
disease drug Xanamem on the
Central Coast of NSW, as well as
Sydney and Melbourne. Mare
than 170 patients with mild
dementia in Australia, the UK
andthe US willtake part inthe
12-weektrial.

University of Newcastle's
Professor JonathanStunw
whase patients wilf take part in
the trial said there was great
need for aneffective
Alheimerstreatment.

Need for boost
in vaccinations

MORE shan four miflion
Australians are missingouton
lifesaving vaccines every year,
with coverage dangerously low
among older adults, teenagers
and the dwonicallyill.

University of NSW lecturer
Roberst Menzies said crack-
downs had boosted coverage
among childrentoabove 90
per cent, butabout 150,000
remained unidervaccinated.

Or Menzias led research
published in the Medical
Journol of Austrdlia today.

Sust73 per cent of
adalescent girks are fully
varcinated against lsman
papillomavirus, which can cause
cervical cancer.

Only 51 percent of the 3.5
million Australians aged over 65
who are eligible for a free
pneumnococcal and anmual
influenza vactination receive it.

About 3000 people die from
influenza every year, most of
whom are eldevly.

Nations unite
to combatice

DRUGS woith $2 biffion have
been stopped from hitting
Australia’s streets aspart of an
international police operation,

Australian and Osinese
palice have stopped the
smuggling of deadly drugs, such
asice, withalmost 7 Stonnes of
illicit substances seized.

Taskforce Blaze, basedin
Guangzhouprovince, China,
targets the epicentre of anevil
intermational trade that
aceounts for about 70 percent
oficeimpaxted intoAustralia.

New stawstics show that to
February 18, 7356kg of drugs
and precursors had been seized
as aresult of the taskforce.

In China, police have seized
4942kg, wot th$1.1 billion. That
indudes 935.12kg of arystal
methamphetamine, or ice,
15.9kg of liquid methamphet-
amine, 680kg of ecstasy and
3311.8kg of precursor material.
Australian police seized 2414kg
of diugs and precursors.
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